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A plebiscite was conducted on January 21,
2019 and majority of ARMM voters chose
to approve the Republic Act 11054.

On January 25, 2019, the National
Plebiscite Board of Canvassers (NPBOC)
announced the official results of the
plebiscite declaring the BOL was “deemed
ratified.”
Public Order and safety are stated in
Article XI, Section 2 and Article XVI
Section 8 of RA 11054. 
On October 28, 2020, the Bangsamoro
Transition Authority unanimously
approved by 58 members the Bangsamoro
Autonomy Act No. 13 known as the
Bangsamoro Administrative Code. 
The Bangsamoro Administrative Code
(BAC) is promulgated to prescribe the
structural, functional, and procedural
principles and rules of governance of the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao. 

The establishment of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), through the Bangsamoro Organic
Law in 2019, came with it the challenge of
ensuring peace in the region. In order to
address these challenges, the Ministry of
Public Order and Safety (MPOS) plays a key
role in this commitment, adopting the
principles of reconciliation and mediation in
settling disputes, and alternative dispute
resolution.

The creation of the Ministry of Public Order
and Safety is based on Republic Act 11054
also known as OLBARMM, an “Act
Providing for the Organic Law for the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao, Repealing for the Purpose
Republic Act No. 6734, Entitled "An Act
Providing for An Organic Act for the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao,"
As Amended by Republic Act No. 9054,
Entitled "An Act to Strengthen and Expand
the Organic Act for the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao". 

ABOUT

THE
OFFICE
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The creation of the Ministry of Public Order was stated in Title X: Public Order and

Safety of the said code. Based on the code’s Title X, section 2. Mandate: 

Stated in the code (Title X, section 3), MPOS has the following powers and

functions: 

 “The Ministry of Public order and Safety (MPOS) shall be responsible

for public safety. It shall have coordinative function with offices and


agencies that maintain public order and safety in the region, and shall

perform functions relating to peace building, reconciliation and


unification of all the peoples in the region.” 





01 Serves as member of the Regional Peace

and Order Council;

02 Establishes proper coordinating

mechanism with the Armed Forces of the

Philippines, Philippine National Police,

National Police Commission, Bureau of

Jail Management and Penology, Coast

Guard, Bureau of Fire Protection, and

other law enforcement agencies or offices

in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region to

enhance the safety and security of the

region;

03 Monitors and evaluates the prevailing

peace and security situation in the region

and submit report thereon to the Office of

the Chief Minister;

Establishes a community based early

warning/ response and conflict reporting

system relating to public order and

safety;

04

05 Formulates and implements programs,

projects, and activities relating to religious

tolerance, preventing and countering
violent extremism;

06 Conducts programs, project, and activities

relating to promotion of peace and

sustainable development, reconciliation,

unification, and peaceful co-existence;

07 Formulates and implements policies and

programs for the effective settlement of

family feuds (rido) and other horizontal

conflicts in the region, as well as for the

prevention of the recurrence of such

conflicts;

Implements laws, policies, programs, and

projects of the BARMM concerning

peace, public order and safety; 

08

09 And performs such other functions as may

be prescribed by law thereafter or as may

be assigned by the Chief Minister.

            In order to guarantee inclusivity among major actors in the
Ministry’s planning process, it has conducted strategic and operational
planning. The results of workshops were adopted in the Ministry’s
programs in hope that the security sector, project stakeholders, and the
immediate beneficiaries of the Ministry will recognize, support and
contribute to the Vision, Mission and Goal of the ministry. 
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1

2

Develop a responsive ministry

equipped with effective and efficient

human resources; 

Design and implement peacebuilding

initiatives; 

3
Coordinate efforts of stakeholders in

ensuring peace, public order and safety;

5 Support the implementation of the

TJRC recommendations.

4
Support the institutionalization of

Alternative Dispute Resolution

mechanisms; andG

O
A

LS
VISION MISSION

MPOS envisions to be

the lead ministry in

building peaceful and

prosperous

Bangsamoro.

MPOS commits to

implement

peacebuilding,

reconciliation, and

unification initiatives for

the Bangsamoro.

After all, the long road in history that led to its establishment has been rife with
discrimination, conflict, and blood. As the Ministry of Public Order and Safety (MPOS),
however, it is our hope that upon this historical, and sometimes tragic, foundation, we can
build for ourselves and our children a better, more peaceful region. This, however, must come
with a lot of work: in addressing the root causes of conflict, in building peace in the present,
and in preparing for a more peaceful future to come.
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THE

MINISTER




In his decades of service for the
Bangsamoro homeland, he is known for
his great leadership, profound wisdom,
and genuine commitment to serve the
Bangsamoro. 

He is one of the great pillars of the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) as the
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF). He became
a member of the Bangsamoro Transition
Commission representing the MILF panel
from July 2013 to January 2019.

Currently, he is the Minister of the
Ministry of Public Order and Safety of the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). The
ministry is responsible for the public
safety of the region, having a coordinative
function with offices and agencies that
maintain public order, as well as perform
functions relating to peacebuilding,
reconciliation and unification. 

Also, he is a Parliament Member of the
Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA). This
is the result of the peace agreements between
the Philippine Government and MILF leading
to the ratification of the RA 11054 or the
Bangsamoro Organic Law. As a member of the
parliament, he authored and co-authored
numerous bills. One of which is “An Act
Creating the Office of the Bangsamoro
Communities Outside Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region Defining Its Powers,
Functions and Responsibilities and
Appropriating Funds therefore and for other
Purposes”. This bill provides access and
assistance to Bangsamoro of other ethnic
linguistic groups residing outside the
Bangsamoro core territories to access and avail
the services and government programs of the
Bangsamoro government. 

He studied Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science at the University of Mindanao in
Davao City. He is fluent in English and
Tagalog, as well as in Maguindanao, Tausug,
and Bisaya, and other native dialects in
Mindanao. He hails from Lupon, Davao
Oriental, Philippines and is famously known as
“Sonny Davao.” 
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This report is an attempt to
capture the humble beginnings,
milestones, hopes and the
growing pains in the
establishment of a new office that
is envisioned to “promote unity,
peace, justice, and goodwill
among all peoples, as well as
support initiatives in pursuit ofjust
and peaceful settlement of
disputes” in the territorial
jurisdiction of the BARMM.
 
It will highlight the initiatives of
the Ministry in promoting and
sustaining public order and safety
and in carrying out its functions in
pursuit of peace, social order, and
public safety and creating spaces
for reconciliation, healing and
unification.
 
This report is also intended to
acknowledge and recognize the
MPOS partner agencies, support
groups and individuals who
journeyed with us since we set
this pioneering office.

PREFACE
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        he establishment of the
Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM), through the
Bangsamoro Organic Law in
2019, came with it the
challenge of ensuring peace in
the region. After all, the long
road in history that led to its
establishment has been rife
with discrimination, conflict,
and blood. As the Ministry of
Public Order and Safety
(MPOS), however, it is our
hope that upon this historical,
and sometimes tragic,
foundation, we can build for
ourselves and our children a
better, more peaceful region.
This, however, must come with
a lot of work: in addressing the
root causes of conflict, in
building peace in the present,
and in preparing for a more
peaceful future to come.

EXECUTIVE

SUMMARY


ADDRESSING THE

ROOT CAUSES OF

CONFLICT

T

FORGING

PEACE FOR

THE

BANGSAMORO

       eace has never been achieved
overnight. The establishment of the
BARMM was, in a way, symbolic of the
establishment of peace between the
Bangsamoro People and the National
Government. Simply declaring peace,
however, does not yet fix the long history
of conflict, repression, and human rights
abuses that have been going on for
generations. Acknowledging the historic
events that shaped our past is, therefore, an
important first step in shaping our future.

This year marked the 53rd Commemoration
of the Jabidah Massacre, the event that,
according to Chief Minister Ahod B.
Ebrahim, “sparked what would become the
modern liberation movement of the
Bangsamoro.” For this commemoration, the
site of the massacre was opened for public
viewing, followed by a program at the
Mindanao Garden of Peace.
Also celebrated this year was the 119th
Commemoration of the Battle of Bayang or
the Padang Karbala, which signaled the
beginning of the Moro-American War from
1902 to 1915. In this battle, many brave
men and women of Kota Pandapatan gave
their lives in defense of their homeland
against the American Expeditionary Forces.

2021 marked the Golden Anniversary of
the Manili Massacre, one of the most
terrible of historical injustices against the
Bangsamoro People, involved the murder
of at least 70 Muslim men, women,
children, and the elderly inside a Masjid by
a southern extremist paramilitary group, the
ILAGA (Ilonggo Land Grabbing
Association). 

P This incident fueled calls to the former
President Marcos to stop the apparently
government-sanctioned atrocities against
Muslims in Mindanao.
The commemoration of the 47th Malisbong
Massacre was in September. This was done in
remembrance of the 1974 slaying of 1,500
Moros in Sultan Kudarat by the 15th Infantry
Battalion of the Philippine Army. The
commemoration also included distribution of
assistance to the survivors and/or surviving
family in the form of food, hygiene kits,
medical supplies, agricultural supplies, school
supplies, and financial support.
Through remembering these events, giving
tribute to those who have fallen, and offering
reparations to the survivors, we at the MOPS
hope to start building a  era of peace in our
region.

Another important facet of transitional justice is
the road towards normalization, particularly to
those who were combatants during the wars of
the past. After all, in places affected by war, it
is extremely important for people to transition
to a new life, preferably one where conflict no
longer becomes the norm. This is particularly
important, especially in the context of
BARMM, where the families of those in the
Philippine Army and the families of those
involved in the many movements for freedom
across the decades often belong to the same
community.

The MPOS has thus been involved in
normalization programs, directed towards three
broad groups of people: vulnerable combatants,
the widows and children of combatants, and
local insurgents. This was done, particularly,
with the involvement of the Peace Education
Division, which spearheaded the conduct of
activities related to peacebuilding,
reconciliation, and unification.

  “It is the policy of the Bangsamoro

Government to ensure the realization of an

enduring peace on the basis of justice and

balanced society in this territorial jurisdiction.

It shall promote unity, peace, justice, and

goodwill among all peoples, as well as

encourage a just and peaceful settlement of

disputes. The Ministry shall adopt the

principles of conciliation and mediation in

settling disputes, and alternative dispute

resolution.” (Section 1 of the Bangsamoro

Administrative Code)
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Even as we work hard to address historical roots of conflict, even today many small peace and security concerns continue to arise that may
affect our journey going forward.

The first of these include the emergence of rido or clan wars across the region. MPOS has thus committed itself to helping communities resolve
these conflicts that, while they may seem minor, still have a huge impact on the peace of the region at large. One notable rido that was settled
with support of the MPOS was a 22-year-old feud between two political families in Basilan. Key to the settlement was support from local
mediators, as well as the provision of logistical and financial support for the negotiations. As a result, both families agreed to pay compensation
for moral damages and signed a peace accord in a ceremony held in Lamitan City. While there is still the matter of filing for an Affidavit of
Desistance for cases filed in court, both families and their communities have expressed their relief and gratefulness over these steps forward in
the resolution of their nearly two-decade-long conflict.

As evident in the instance above, the MPOS acknowledges that one of the most valuable resources in resolving rido are the local mediators who
know the people involved, who know their community, and who are in tune with culturally relevant means of resolving conflict. In 2021, 420
local mediators across BARMM were organized, trained, and accredited to equip them with additional skills for conflict mediation and
peacebuilding.

Activities relevant to this include two back-to-back activities for local mediators done in October in Tawi-Tawi. The activities included
organizing, capacity development, and orientation on Alternative Dispute Resolution. The first of these activities was conducted for mediators
from different municipalities in the province, and the second focused specifically on those in the municipality of Bongao, Tawi-Tawi. There
were 40 and 35 participants in each activity, respectively.

On this note, it is also important to have a better understanding of how ridos start and how they are most effectively resolved. In September
2021, MPOS facilitated focus group discussions on improving rido settlement. This activity involved many different stakeholders and utilized
data and analysis on rido statistics, trends, best practices, and impacts. The activity resulted in documentation of strategies in improving rido
settlement, harmonizing different interventions, and formulating strategies to address the causes of rido.

Another peace and security issue in BARMM is Violence Against Women and Children (VAWC). MPOS helped organized activities such as
the 18-Day Campaign to End Violence Against Women and the National Consciousness Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women and
Children.

This included not only the promotion of peace, but
also through financial and livelihood support to
help former combatants and their families to
transition to education and economic activities that
will allow them to live and integrate into a new,
peaceful society.

However, transitional justice is not only about
acknowledging the tragedies in our history and
dealing with combatants. It is also about
celebrating the events that have brought us closer
to peace, as well as teaching people what
transitional justice is about.
The Bangsamoro Peace Forum was conducted to
celebrate the 7th Anniversary of the signing of the
Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro
(CAB). Hundreds of participants were convened
from different sectors of the region during this
forum in March.

Also in March, a forum, as well as learning
sessions, on transitional justice and reconciliation
were conducted. The goal of these activities was to
promote public awareness of Bangsamoro
narratives.

BUILDING PEACE

IN THE PRESENT
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MPOS held the 2nd Bangsamoro Peace
Promotion Fellowship in September of
2021, with 35 peacebuilders from
Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Basilan,
Sulu, and the Special Geographic Areas of
North Cotabato. This fellowship brought
the peacebuilding network to a total of 85
youth leaders from all over BARMM.

In recognition of peacebuilders from all
over the region, as well as to inspire the
next generation to do their best, MPOS was
also involved in the awarding of
Bangsamoro Peace Champions in
December 2021.

Another activity that recognizes
peacebuilders from all over the region is
the awarding of Bangsamoro Peace
Champions, held in December of 2021.
In addition, we believe that dialogue
between different groups is important to
promote the spirit of brotherhood and
camaraderie among our peoples. Thus, an
Intra-Faith Peace Conversation was held
among Islamic Religious leaders in Lanao
del Sur last November in Marawi City. The
activity attempted to foster religious
understanding and promote peace among
the different religious groups in the
province.

Achieving – and maintaining – true peace
in our beloved region will take a lifetime,
perhaps even more. It is therefore
important that future generations of the
Bangsamoro people carry our same
passion and drive to work for justice and
peace.

MPOS committed itself to activities such
as the Peace Promotion Fellowship. This
is a gathering of young persons from
conflict-affected areas across BARMM.
The activity aimed to gain the
perspectives of the youth on the region's
peace and security situation, provide
support for their peacebuilding initiatives,
and to sustain a network of peace
advocates even in remote, vulnerable, and
conflict-affected communities. 

LOOKING

FORWARD

TO A

PEACEFUL

BARMM

CHALLENGES

AND WAYS

FORWARD
We have no doubt that the journey
towards Peace in the Bangsamoro
Region ahead will be difficult and
challenging. Nevertheless, we believe
that it is well worth the effort for the
sake of our children and our children’s
children.

MPOS PROGRAM 1: PEACE PROGRAM

INITIATIVE
Peace program initiatives in the Bangsamoro are significant and crucial to achieve lasting
peace. It is the enabler of development, security, social and economic justice and
reconciliation. This adheres to the peace agreements, consultations and ratification of laws
in the Bangsamoro. In order to sustain the gains of the peace process, the Peace Program
Initiative is one of the major programs of the Ministry of Public Order and Safety
BARMM.
11



1

2

3

4

THE PEACE PROGRAM INITIATIVE

IS COMPOSED OF SEVEN (7) SUB-

PROGRAMS NAMELY: 

SAFE

BARMM

This sub program aims to collect sufficient
information that can guide the attainment of
public order and safety. This is done through
conducting assessment and monitoring of public
order and safety issues and challenges, as well as
activitiessuch as coordinative meetings with law
enforcement agencies and data gathering
activities through proper coordination with
public authorities in the Bangsamoro areas
provinces.

ADVOCACY

CAMPAIGNS ON

PUBLIC ORDER


AND SAFETY

The ministry believes that with accurate information and
appropriate communication lines between the government
and its constituents, public order and safety can be achieved in
the region. The aim of this sub-program is to communicate
and bridge the programs, projects and activities of the ministry
to strengthen collaboration among different sectors in
addressing the issues that disrupt the peace and order situation
in Bangsamoro territories. It is composed of five (5) activities
namely (1) MPOS Hour: Radio Guesting and Ads; (2)
Khutbah (Friday Sermon); (3) Reproduction of IEC Materials;
(4) Community-Based Advocacy; and (5) Online Live
Streaming. 

COMMUNITY-

DRIVEN PUBLIC


ORDER AND

SAFETY  

The objective of the activity is to extend
the advocacy on promoting peace, public
order, safety and security by continuous
capacity training and development in
every community in the region. This also
strengthened the development of the early
warning early response (EWER) systems as
a regular program of the ministry.

PEACEBUILDING

TOWARDS


NORMALIZATION. 

This sub-program aimed to promote a culture of
peace and provide financial and livelihood support to
former combatants and their families. The
interventions include dialogues, social healings,
distribution of financial and needs-based assistance,
linkages to other ministries, offices, agencies, or
organizations, and documentation of their journey to
integrate into communities. This will allow them to
live and integrate into a new and peaceful society.

12



5

6

7

In sustenance of the gains of the peace process and
adherence to the mandate of the MPOS to conduct
peacebuilding activities, the sustaining journey to peace
program recognized movers and shakers of peace in the
region and capacitate aspiring peacebuilders. The
program has two subprograms: Peace Promotion
Fellowship and Quest for Bangsamoro Peace
Champions. The former is a capacity development for
aspiring peacebuilders, while the latter is an awarding
ceremony for individuals championing peace in their
respective sector and communities. 

DIALOGUE

BEYOND


DIVERSITY

This program is an initiative of the ministry to
achieve lasting peace in the region. It has been
observed that there are brewing conflict between and
among the different Muslim secretarian groups in
the region that may cause religious misundertanding
and conflict. In order to resolve this conflict, the
ministry conducts an annual interfaith, intrafaith,
and tri-people dialogues among religious and cultural
leaders to achieve cultural understanding, religious
tolerance, and cultural diversity among the people in
the region. 

TRANSITIONAL

JUSTICE AND


RECONCILIATION

The objective of this subprogram is to provide both
truth and justice in the post-conflict context of the
Bangsamoro. The program provides an avenue for the
historical narratives to be known, revisited and
popularized. This is to ensure that the Bangsamoro
community and stakeholders would not forget the
origin of the Bangsamoro cause. Also, this will provide
an inspiration to future leaders and generations to
reestablish the Bangsamoro to be a developed,
conflict-free, and economically growing region. 

SUSTAINING

JOURNEY TO


PEACE. 

MPOS PROGRAM 2: RIDO SETTLEMENT
Rido or family feud is one of the perennial problems in the Bangsamoro region in terms
of public order, security and safety. This became an obstacle to the objective of having
an inclusive peace and progress in the Bangsamoto. Since, it causes damage or
destruction to life and property. It is hindering economic, political, and social
development. This problem has been recognized for a long time by law enforcement
agencies, local government units, community local mediators and peace stakeholders.
For this reason, the Ministry of Public Order and Safety (MPOS), as the conflict
resolution body of the Bangsamoro Government crafted this program “Rido Settlement”
to prevent and minimize the negative consequences of rido (family feud) and/or
horizontal conflicts in the region. 
13



THE RIDO SETTLEMENT

PROGRAM IS COMPOSED

OF FOUR (4) SUB-

PROGRAMS NAMELY: 

RIDO SETTLEMENT

This subprogram aims to
establish partnership and
linkages among local mediators
in the Bangsamoro region. This
is to ensure harmonious and
coordinated conduct of rido
settlement and alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms
in the community.The
subprogram is composed of
three (3) activities namely: (1)
Consultative Assembly with
partners; (2) Signing of
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA); (3) Conflict Monitoring
and Evaluation. 

SUSTAINABLE

AGREEMENT FOR PEACE

AND ADVANCEMENT

(SAPA).

RIDO KNOWLEDGE

MANAGEMENT
This subprogram is a collection
and consolidation of data and
information about rido (family
feud) and horizontal conflicts in
the Bangsamoro region as well
as recommendations and
resolutions to resolve the
aforementioned conflict. 

This is composed of four (4)
activities namely: (1) Data
Gathering; (2) Focus Group
Discussion on Improving Rido
Settlement; (3) Key informant
Interview on Emerging Causes
of Rido; (4) Documentation of
Narratives of Families Affected
by Rido. 

INTERVENTION

FOR LOCAL

MEDIATORS
This subprogram believes that
mapping and capacitating the
local community partners in
rido settlement in the
Bangsamoro areas will
improve the alternative
dispute mechanism and
mediation process in the
community. This will help in
reducing rido (conflict) and
maintaining the security and
safety in the region. 

REDUCE RIDO

The subprogram is composed
of four (4) activities: (1)
Mapping and profiling of local
mediators; (2) Organizing and
accreditation of local
mediators; (3) Capacity
Development for Local
Mediators; (4) Capacity
Development for women local
mediators. 

This subprogram provides
logistical and financial support
to conflicting parties of rido
(family feud) located in the
Bangsamoro areas namely in
Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-tawi,
Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur,
Cotabato City and the
Bangsamoro Special
Geographic Areas 63
Barangays of North Cotabato.  

14



Cotabato City, BARMM | In total, twelve
(12) monitoring and assessment activities
were conducted to ensure the timely
monitoring of peace and security threats in
the region; eight (8) municipalities in
Maguindanao namely Mamasapano, Datu
Piang, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, Shariff
Saydona, Ampatuan, Shariff Aguak, Datu
Hofer and Rajah Buayan; one (1) in Basilan;
one (1) in Sulu; one (1) in Lanao del Sur;
and one (1) in the Bangsamoro Special
Geographic Areas in North Cotabato. 

SAFE - BARMM program aims to collect
sufficient information that can guide the
attainment of public order and safety. This is
done through conducting assessment and
monitoring of public order and safety issues
and challenges as well as sustainable
recommendations. Amongst its participants
came different members of the security
sector, active civil society organizations, and
councils of elders to validate public order
and safety issues and the Ministry’s impact
through its activities. 

One of the highlighted activities conducted
under this sub-program was the Monitoring
and Assessment of Public Order and Safety
held at Farmland Resort, Isabela City, on
July 16, 2021. It was led by the Home
Affairs Office (HAO) of the ministry
through Development Management Officer
IV Bhenhar Ayob. It was participated by
various sectors of the community including
Local Government Units, civil society
organizations and law enforcement agencies. 

Mr. Ayob in his opening message
emphasized the significance of conflict
resolution and mainstreaming of alternative
dispute resolution in the process of resolving
rido in the Bangsamoro general. 

SAFE BARMM: PROVIDING A SENSE OF SECURITY
AND TRUST AMONG CSOS AND LEAS THROUGH

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The participants manifested strong support
to the Ministry and presented several
recommendations to further the
collaborations and partnerships. They
proposed for the conduct of “Public Order
and Safety Convergence” to be participated
by security sectors and peace mechanisms
operating in the province. 

Generally, one of the major outputs of this
subprogram is the creation of a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between the Police Regional Office -
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region. And, the
collection and consolidation of the issues,
challenges in the security and safety of the
Bangsamoro areas,as well as
recommendations in maintaining the peace
and security in the community. 

Mr. Bhenhar Ayob assured the participants
that all narratives shared will be consumed
by the ministry and will provide necessary
responses. The ministry expressed its
utmost gratitude to all participants and
partners that led to the success of the
activity. 

It is a major contribution of every
mediator or community stakeholder
to document and report the
resolution process. On behalf of
our Minister, we assure that the
ministry is ready to provide capacity
building activities in developing
skills on documentation to our
partner community mediators.”
Ayob said. 

15



SHARIFF AGUAK, MAGUINDANAO –
Bangsamoro’s safety and security is a shared
responsibility. On Thursday, March 4, 2021,
MPOS conducted a monitoring and assessment
meeting with Tiyakap Kalilintad – Kabalukan
Cluster. 

Tiyakap Kalilintad, a Civil Society Organization
based in Maguindanao with a wide range of
civilian networks in the Bangsamoro region
supports the cause of the Ministry of Public Order
and Safety (MPOS) in ensuring the peace in the
region. Kabalukan Cluster covers the armed
conflict areas in the SPMS box of Maguindanao;
Shariff Aguak, Pagatin, Mamasapano, Datu Saudi
Ampatuan and other armed conflict municipalities
in the province.

MPOS and Tiyakap Kalilintad will practice
information sharing through civilian participation.
This tie up will help in providing fact-based
decisions, resulting in a more responsive action on
the issue in mitigating drug related issues,
pacifying presence of non-state armed actors, rido
and other concerns that affect the safety and
security of the community. 

Tiyakap Kalilintad’s Executive Director
Abdulnasser B. Binasing expressed his support
and gratitude to the ministry of having this
kind of arrangement. Recognizing their
contribution in the peace and security sector in
Maguindanao province.

Bhenhar Ayob, the ministry’s Development
Management Officer IV said, “This activity is
a manifestation of the close coordination and
partnership between MPOS and the CSOs in
the region in ensuring public order and safety.” 
MPOS upholds that in order to sustain the
peace initiatives and ensure the security in the
community, civilian participation is vital in the
process to achieve quality life in the
community.

MPOS PARTNERS WITH

MAGUINDANAO CSOS TO

STRENGTHEN CIVILIAN SAFETY

16



15 COORDINATIVE

MEETINGS WITH LEAS

CONDUCTED IN 2021
As of December 2021, 15 coordinative meetings have been
conducted with Law Enforcement Agencies in the region led by
the Home Affairs Services (HAS). These activities serve as
spaces for the Law Enforcement Agencies to lay down
accomplishments and challenges in the implementation of peace
and security mechanisms in the region. 
These meetings also serve as consultations, where attendees
discuss how to best establish coordinating mechanisms between
the MPOS and LEAs. Specifically, it was designed to: 

a

b

c

d

e

f

Build stronger partnerships between the Bangsamoro Government,
through the MPOS, and the LEAs; 

Introduce the mandate, duties, and functions of the MPOS to identify
areas of collaboration or partnership; 

Learn from the LEA’s best practices; 

Identify issues and challenges in performing their respective
mandates;

Gather recommendations on how to enhance public order and safety
in the province; and

Design programs and activities to support the capacity of LEAs in the
performance of their respective mandates. 
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Timeline

MARCH 5

MARCH 4

MARCH 31

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and
Safety in BARMM with Tiyakap Kalilintad-
Kabalukan Cluster in Maguindanao

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies in Basilan

APRIL 7

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and Safety in
BARMM with Law Enforcement Agencies
(AFP,PNP,BJMP,BMarina,PDEA, Maritime) in Tawi-tawi
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JULY 15

JULY 14

JULY 16

OCTOBER 5

OCTOBER 5

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and
Safety in BARMM with Civil Society
Organizations in Sulu

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (AFP, PNP, BJMP,  BMarina, PDEA,
PCG, Maritime) in Sulu

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and
Safety in BARMM with Civil Society
Organizations in Basilan

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and
Safety in BARMM with Civil Society
Organizations in Special Geographic Area

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (AFP) in Special Geographic Area
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OCTOBER 5

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (AFP) in Special Geographic Area

NOVEMBER 18

NOVEMBER 17

NOVEMBER 19

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (LEAs) in PCG District BARMM
Office, Cotabato City

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (PDEA BARMM)
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DECEMBER 6

DECEMBER 9-10

DECEMBER 7

DECEMBER 15

DECEMBER 15

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (PNP Cotabato City Police Office) in
Cotabato City

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (Joint Task Group Kutawato) in
Cotabato City

2nd Bangsamoro Public Order
and Safety Conference

Coordinative Meeting with Law Enforcement
Agencies (PNP Cotabato City Police Office) in
Cotabato City

Monitoring and Assessment on Public Order and
Safety in BARMM with Civil Society
Organizations in Special Geographic Area
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BARMM LEAs and stakeholders convened to

establish whole-of-nation approach and

synergistic partnership during MPOS’ 2nd

Bangsamoro Public Order and Safety

Conference

The Ministry of Public Order and
Safety (MPOS), in partnership
with The Asia Foundation (TAF),
convened the law enforcement
agencies in the Bangsamoro region
for the 2nd Bangsamoro Public
Order and Safety Conference held
at Em Manor Hotel and
Convention Center, on December
9-10, 2021.

The BARMM is a result of a peace

process between the GPH and

MILF and we cannot permit

spoilers to destroy what we have

worked so hard for over the last

four decades,” 

Chief Minister Ahod B.

Ebrahim said in a recorded

video message. 
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The conference carried the theme “Establishing
Synergistic Partnership with Law Enforcement
Agencies and Other Stakeholders in BARMM:
A key to Safe, Peaceful, and Progressive
Bangsamoro.”

Key officials from the Armed Forces of the
Philippines Western Mindanao Command
(AFP-WestMinCom), Philippine National
Police - Police Regional Office Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region (PNP-PRO BAR),
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP-BARMM),
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology
(BJMP-BARMM), Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) and other law
enforcement agencies in the region joined the
conference. 

We believe through this conference, our

common interest and efforts as peace enablers,

we commit to deliver the expectations of the

people to whom we assured a safe and secure

BARMM. Let this conference be the witness to

that commitment for a peaceful and developed

Bangsamoro whose service is dedicated,” 

Muñoz explained. 

The two-day conference aimed to enhance
collaboration between and among peace and
security actors and to formulate strategies in
improving the peace, public order and safety in
the region. 

Minister Hussein Muñoz said in his welcome
message.

It is our ardent desire to strengthen

collaborations between and among peace

and security stakeholders in the region such

as the law enforcement agencies, the civil

society organizations, the local government

units, the National Government agencies,

and the Bangsamoro Government.” 
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Updates on the Normalization;

and As we enter the next phase of


transition, may we remember that

public order and safety are essential

elements in rebuilding our beautiful

homeland for growth, a high trust

and resilient society and a globally

competitive knowledge and economy.

Women, Peace, and Security; According to Chief

Minister Ebrahim, 

01

02

Defense and Security; 

03

10

04

05

06

07

08

Peace and Order; 

Fire Safety Status; 

Jail Management; 

Updates on Drug Enforcement; 

Among the subject matters discussed that

related to Bangsamoro public order and

safety are the following:

Updates on BTF-ELAC; 

Civil Society on Peace and

Security in the Bangsamoro; 

Preparation for a Clean, Honest,

and Peaceful Election.

09
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In September, the Ministry
launched the first installment of
MPOSing Peace, which featured
MPOS Minister Hussein P. Muñoz
who tackled basic information
about MPOS BARMM, as one of
the newest Ministries and a unique
feature of the BARMM.

The 4-episode online live streaming
show is a messaging and awareness
campaign for all sectors of the
community. It streamlines essential
updates and information that can
help address disputes and other
horizontal conflicts in the region,
prevent the recurrence of such
conflicts, and build a lasting peace
in the Bangsamoro Region.

In the second episode, MPOS
Director-General Atty. Al-Rashid
L. Balt tackled Alternative Dispute
Resolution and its urgency for
institutionalization in BARMM,
with highlights of the Ministry’s
Rido settlement program. 

It captured the Capacity
Development Training for Local
Mediators in the provinces of Lanao
del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu, Tawi-
Tawi, Basilan, and SGAs. DG Balt
emphasized the contribution of
focused group discussions (FGDs) in
improving Rido Settlement
Programs. 

Further, MPOS in partnership with
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) produced a mother
tongue translated-comics against the
use of illegal drugs. This localized
material aimed to fill the
communication gap between the
government and the communities
affected by illegal and harmful
activities in the region.

Three topics were translated into
four different dialects of Maranao,
Maguindanao, Tausug, and Filipino.
Such documents will be reproduced
and distributed to communities
identified by the PDEA BARMM.

11 INFO DRIVES AND 15

CAMPAIGNS

LAUNCHED TO

STRENGTHEN PUBLIC

ORDER AND SAFETY

ADVOCACY IN

BARMM
The ministry completed eleven (11)
information drives on public order
and safety enhancement and 15
advocacy campaigns against illegal
and harmful activities throughout
the year. 
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Thirty-seven (37) communities in the region received community-
driven public order and safety training in 2021, spearheaded by the
ministry’s Home Affairs Services personnel and community
partners.
 
Fifteen (15) of these communities came from North Cotabato,
including the municipalities of Pikit, Aleosan, Carmen, and
Pigcawayan. Each community sent ten (10) participants to train, in
total of 370 community partners. 
 
The community-driven public order and safety program intends to
provide a structured process, knowledge and analysis in
understanding conflict. Participants learned to understand the history
of tensions, its causes and factors. They were capacitated to do
conflict monitoring and conflict mapping which is beneficial in
preventing and countering violent extremism (PCVE) in the
community.

Furthermore, MPOS, in partnership with the Consortium of
Bangsamoro Civil Society (CBCS), facilitated the first set of
Community-Driven Safety and Security Training and Organizing
Programs in Kabuntalan, Maguindanao, on September 28-29, 2021. 

Kabuntulan was the pilot community for the training, and local
community volunteers from different community sectors, including
but not limited to BPAT, Lupon, Tanod, and the BPOC, participated.
 
Local resource persons from the Philippine National Police (PNP),
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP), and IOM Philippines International
Organization for Migration (IOM) conducted the training. The
training focused on basic knowledge of civilian arrest, detention, and
basic human rights; basic techniques in arresting/apprehending
criminals; early warning and early response; basic life support; and
camp coordination and camp management.

37 BARMM BARANGAYS

RECEIVE COMMUNITY-DRIVEN

PUBLIC ORDER AND SAFETY

TRAININGS
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PEACEBUILDING TOWARDS NORMALIZATION:

FORGING PEACE FOR THE BANGSAMORO

Former Combatants Vulnerable Widows Local Insurgents

200 

150 

100 

50 

0 

The Peace Education Division (PED)
under the Bangsamoro Peace,
Reconciliation, and Unification Services
(BPRUS) spearheaded various
normalization programs and activities in
2021 directed toward three broad groups
of people: 1) vulnerable combatants, 2)
the widows and children of combatants,
and 3) local insurgents. 

The programs aimed to promote a culture
of peace and provided financial and
livelihood support to help former
combatants and their families transition to
education and economic activities that
will allow them to live and integrate into a
new, peaceful society. 

The interventions included dialogues,
social healings, distribution of
financial and needs-based assistance,
linkages to other ministries, offices,
agencies, or organizations, and
documentation of their journey to
integrate into communities.

The first group is classified as former
combatants not qualified for the
decommissioning program of the
National Government. Under this
subprogram, the Ministry provided
support for 30 former combatants
from the six acknowledged camps,
namely:

1.Camp Busrah;
2.Camp Abubakar;
3.Camp Bilal;
4.Camp Rajamudah;
5.Camp Badre; and 
6. Camp Omar of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF). 

A total of 180 former combatants
received cash assistance worth Php
10,000.00 each, this is meant to serve
as a family transition fund as they
start their new life as community
peace warriors. They underwent
capacity development training and
peacebuilding workshops as well as
financial assistance to help facilitate
their community integration. 

TARGET ACCOMPLISHMENT
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Distribution of

Beneficiaries

by Camp

Camp

Abubakar


30

Camp

Rajamudah


30

Camp Omar

30

Camp Badre

30

Camp Busrah

30

Camp Bilal
30

Figure 2: This pie chart shows the
distribution of beneficiaries in the
six (6) identified camps. This
illustrates that the number of
recipients are equally distributed in
every camp. 

ABU SAYAFF

GROUP

30

MAUTE-ISIS
17

Figure 3: The chart illustrates the distribution of
vulnerable widows by province. There are two
identified provinces namely Lanao del Sur and
Sulu. It shows that there are 17 beneficiaries in
Lanao del Sur and 30 in Sulu. Both clusters
received program interventions.

Shown in Figure 3, MPOS identified the vulnerable widows of former violent
extremists (Abu Sayaff Group in Sulu and Maute Group in Lanao del Sur) as
beneficiaries. The goal of this program is to support the beneficiaries in their
integration into mainstream society and eliminate the stigma attached to
them.

Distribution

of Vulnerable

Widows by

Province
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ABU SAYAFF

GROUP (SULU)

74

Figure 4: This figure shows seventy-four (74)
beneficiaries of local insurgents who are members of
Abu Sayaff Group in Sulu who received an MPOS
program intervention. 

The ministry crafted programs that aim at
helping local insurgents to return to the
folds of the law to transform them into
valuable resources of the region.
Furthermore, members of the
Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces
(BIAF) excluded from the
decommissioning program as defined in
the Comprehensive Agreement on the
Bangsamoro were among the targeted
beneficiaries. The program also provided
services to combatants residing in the
camps without sufficient means to
support their families and vulnerable
combatants or those prone to be recruited
by violent extremists or other lawless
elements. 

MPOS kicks off 2021 peace program through an open

dialogue with 15 ASG Returnees
The Ministry of Public Order and
Safety (MPOS) conducted its first
leg of open dialogue with fifteen
(15) Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
returnees in Maimbung, Sulu, last
February 19, 2022, under the
Peacebuilding Towards
Normalization Program.

According to MPOS Peace Program
Officer V- Designate Sittie Janine
Gamao, “Mahalaga para sa amin na
maintindihan ang inyong
pinagdadaanan. Importante din na
malaman namin kung ano ang mga
nais niyong mangyari nang sa
gayon, alam namin kung ano ang
dapat namin ibigay."

The program was in partnership
with the 41st Infantry Battalion of
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines. It aimed to identify the
assistance and specific intervention
for the returnees in their
reintegration into the community. 

This program is part of the initiative
to achieve lasting peace by
conducting activities that will foster
unity among Bangsamoro. The
annual conduct of interfaith,
intrafaith, and tri-people dialogues
respects religious and cultural
diversity among the peoples in the
region.

One of the participants shared his
journey to becoming an ordinary
citizen again. He shared the
discrimination he felt even though he
and his peers chose better lives.
Furthermore, there were threats from
people who based it on their past
engagements before deciding to
reintegrate back into society. 

Meanwhile, MPOS Director-General
Atty. Al-Rashid Balt, Brigade
Commander BGen Eugenio C.
Boquio PA, of 1101st Brigade, 11ID
PA and LT. Salvador Adonis Abeto
VI of 41ST IB AFP were all present
to facilitate and listen to the
returnees’ narrative. 

As of December 2021, the program
included 74 ASG returnees through a
close partnership with the law
enforcement agencies. 
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Series of MILF Camp Visit and Conversation with

MILF-Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF)

members in Camp Pokta and Camp Bushra

Somiyorang in Lanao del Sur and Camp Bilal in

Lanao del Norte

M A Y  2 0 - 2 2

MPOS distributed Financial Assistance to Seventy-

Four (74) Local Insurgents

J U L Y  1 7

Distribution of Financial Assistance to Vulnerable

Widows in Sulu Province

A U G U S T  1 6 - 1 8

MPOS Holds Dialogue with 67 Ex-ASG Members

in Sulu

A U G U S T  2 1 - 2 2

Distribution of Financial Assistance to Former

Combatants from Camp Bilal and Camp Bushra in

Lanao del Sur

N O V E M B E R  9 - 1 0

Distribution of Financial Assistance to Former

MILF Combatants from Camp Abubakar, Camp

Omar, Camp Badre, and Camp Rajamuda

N O V E M B E R  1 1

Distribution of Financial Assistance to former

members of Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in Sulu 

N O V E M B E R  1 8

TIMELINE

120 Former
Combatants from

four major MILF

camps receive

need-based

assistance 

A total of 120 former MILF combatants
from Camp Abubakar, Camp Omar,
Camp Badre, and Camp Rajamuda,
received need-based financial
assistance in the amount of P10,000.00
from the Ministry of Public Order and
Safety (MPOS) under its Peace
Building towards Normalization
Program, held at Ebrahim Hall, Em
Manor Hotel and Convention Center,
Cotabato City, on November 11, 2021.
The beneficiaries are among those who
did not qualify to avail of the
decommissioning program of the
National Government. Albeit, Minister
Hussein Muñoz expressed his
commitment and strong support to the
BARMM leadership to achieve the
projected normalization efforts of the
National Government and Moro Islamic
Liberation Front.  
Furthermore, the ministry continues its
efforts in finding ways to help the
BARMM leadership achieve inclusivity
through its programs. Here’s a timeline
of all the activities under this sub-
program:
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In sustenance of the gains of the peace
process and adherence to the mandate of
the MPOS to conduct peacebuilding
activities, the sustaining journey to
peace program recognized movers and
shakers of peace in the region and
educated aspiring peacebuilders. The
program has two subprograms: Peace
Promotion Fellowship and Quest for
Bangsamoro Peace Champions. The
former is a weeklong series of peace
education activities for aspiring
peacebuilders, while the latter is an
awarding ceremony for individuals
championing peace in their sectors.

SUSTAINING

JOURNEY TO PEACE

PROGRAM:

RECOGNIZING

EXEMPLARY PEACE

INITIATIVES AND

NEW BLOOD OF

PEACE ADVOCATES
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The selected youth leaders are coming from the
identified remote, vulnerable, and conflict-
affected communities in the BARMM region -
Sulu, Basilan, Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao,
Special Geographic Area, and Cotabato City.

According to the Director General of MPOS,
Atty. Al-Rashid L. Balt, providing space for the
youth to actively participate in peace-building
initiatives also aimed at actualizing the mandates
of the ministry as an institution of peace-
building, reconciliation, and unification.

We want to help in educating and promoting
peace to the youths by providing conducive and
effective learning materials and facilities to the
madrasah in our community,” said Fadwa
Mohammad, a participant from Basilan, during
the presentation of their peace promotion project.

 The Ministry of Public Order and Safety awarded a
cash grant of Php20,000 to each participating
province.

Resource persons from the field of peacebuilding
were also invited to contribute and share their fields
of expertise. Mr. Nery Ronatay, Program Analyst in
UN Women Philippines on the topic Fundamentals
of Conflict, Violence, and Peace; Dr. Tirmizy
Abdullah of Institute for Peace and Development in
Mindanao State University, Marawi City on the topic
History of Peacebuilding in Islam; Mr, Guiamel
Alim, Chairperson of Consortium of Bangsamoro
Civil Societies, Inc, on Tools for Making Peace
Work: Dialogue, Mediation, Negotiation, and
Facilitation; Dr. Jovar Pantao of Institute for Peace
and Development in Mindanao State University,
General Santos City on Conflict Analysis and
Culture of Peace, Sittie Janine Gamao, Peace
Program Officer of MPOS on Advocacy Setting. 

Bangsamoro Peace Promotion Fellowship (BPPF) is one of the Ministry’s efforts to contribute in sustaining
the region’s journey to peace. It aims to gain perspectives of participating youth on the recurring and
emerging peace and security situations in their areas; train them on peacebuilding; support their feasible
peacebuilding initiatives; and produce a network of peace advocates in the remote, vulnerable, and conflict-
affected communities in the region.

Since its first batch in 2020, BPPF has grown to become a network of more than 85 youth leaders and
counting all over BARMM region. 
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MPOS

EMPOWERS

YOUTH ALL

OVER

BARMM

REGION

Cotabato City, October 6, 2021 — The
Ministry of Public Order and Safety
conducted the 2nd Bangsamoro Peace
Promotion Fellowship at Precious Cabana
Ynna Beach Resort, Datu Odin Sinsuat
Maguindanao, from September 29 to
October 1, 2021. 32 youth leaders
participated in the peace fellowship and
proposed a peace promotion project to be
implemented in their respective
communities.



The Ministry of Public Order
and Safety-BARMM awarded
humanitarian worker Nishreen
Y. Hashim as the 2021
Bangsamoro Peace Champion.
A native of Sultan Kudarat
Maguindanao, she showcased
her exemplary peace initiative
in empowering citizens'
participation in barangay
decision-making,
responsiveness to issues and
calamity, and enhancing
inclusive governance in Brgy.
Butiren, Kabuntalan,
Maguindanao. 

According to Minister Hussein
P. Muñoz, As we celebrate the
Mindanao Week of Peace, the
ministry offers you this award-
giving process to recognize
worthy initiatives for peace in
the region.”

“We stand true to the principle
that every Bangsamoro,
regardless of faith, ethnicity,
and gender, is an asset that will
prosper the aspirations we have
fought hard for,” he added.

Hashim received her award (a
cash reward of Php100,000, a
plaque of recognition, and a
token) at the Grand Pagana Hall,
Cotabato City, on November 30,
2021. 

“These Bangsamoro Peace
Champion awards are just of the
few means to manifest how much
we value the contributions from
the people in different sectors of
our sector,” Minister Muñoz
stated.

Furthermore, BPC 2021 finalists
were Sadat Minandang, Helen
Mae Betito, Jaymon Samelon,
Maelar Hachenova, and Al-Fatah
Abdullah, and received Php50,000
each to support their peace
advocacies and a plaque of
appreciation.

SULTAN KUDARAT LOCAL

HAILED AS 2021 BANGSAMORO

PEACE CHAMPION

 Meanwhile, Betito was
recognized with the People's
Choice Award and received
an additional cash reward of
Php20,000.

MPOS Director-General Atty.
Al-Rashid L. Balt was also in
attendance with the BPC 2021
judges, Dr. Jovar Pantao of
Mindanao State University-
General Santos City, and BPC
2020 Esmael Sema. 

 BANGSAMORO PEACE CHAMPION 2021

NISHREEN Y. HASHIM
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DIALOGUE BEYOND DIVERSITY: LEARN TO

RECOGNIZE AND LIVE WITH DIFFERENCE

JANUARY 19-20

Dialogue beyond

Diversity: An Inter-

faith Dialogue among

Faith-Based Leaders in

the Bangsamoro

NOVEMBER 2

Intra-Faith Peace

Conversation for

Islamic Leaders in

Lanao del Sur

DECEMBER 22-25

1st Bangsamoro Tri-

People Peace Summit

This program is part of the initiative to achieve lasting peace by
conducting activities that will foster unity among Bangsamoro. The
annual conduct of interfaith, intrafaith, and tri-people dialogues respects
religious and cultural diversity among the peoples in the region.

TIMELINE:

INTRAFAITH DIALOGUE:  PEACE CONVERSATION

AMONG ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN LANAO

DEL SUR
The Ministry of Public Order and Safety of
BARMM convened around twenty (20)
Islamic religious leaders for an intrafaith
peace conversation held at Lake View Royal
Resort, Barangay Timbangalan, Marawi City,
Lanao del Sur, on November 02, 2021. 

TThe said conversation, aimed at fostering
religious understanding and promoting peace
among different Islamic religious groups in
the province, was attended by the Darul Ifta,
United Imams of the Philippines, Provincial
Ulama Council, Ranaw Welfare, and
Reconciliation Committee, and Markazu
Shabab. A representative from the academe
King Faisal Center for Islamic, Arabic, and
Asian Studies of Mindanao State University
(MSU)- Marawi City was also in attendance.

Another participant raised concerns about physical violence in disputes between two Aleems and requested the Ministry to
resolve conflicts, intervene, and present a solution. 

The intra-faith dialogue is under the “Dialogue Beyond Diversity” program of the BPRUS to address the growing
misunderstandings among the Islamic religious groups that affect the unity of the Bangsamoro people, particularly the volatile
peace and order in the Bangsamoro region that oftentimes lead others to be attracted to extremism. 
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Out of 820 applicants, 45 chosen Bangsamoro young peacebuilders from different tribes participated in
the 1st Bangsamoro Tri-People Peace Summit on December 23-24, 2021, at the Greenleaf Hotel, General
Santos City.

“Having this kind of event allows us to participate and provide our inputs, raise our concerns, and voice
out the aspirations of the IP community in North Cotabato,” Ian Daniel Geslaga, an Erumanen ne
Menuvu stated.

The Moros were represented by Maguindanaon, Iranun, Meranao, Tausug, Kagan, Yakan, Sama and
Badjau; indigenous people were represented by Teduray, Erumenen ne Menuvu, Higaonon, and Manobo;
and settlers were represented by Ilonggo, Bisaya, and Ati. 

According to Ms. Hanan Arab, a Maguindanaoan participant, the summit enabled youth like her to meet
other like-minded individuals from other tribes.

“Through this event, we were able to meet and converse with other tribes, got to know them better and
understand their culture, making us more empathetic and compassionate towards each other,” she said.

“Sa pagkakaisa ng mga tribo sa Bangsamoro makakamit natin ang tunay na kapayapaan.” Minister
Muñoz said

The summit is a first of its kind since the establishment of BARMM, bringing together young
peacebuilders of different ethnic, religious, cultural, and social backgrounds to discuss and share
narratives and perspectives in sustaining Bangsamoro's journey to everlasting peace. 

Among the topics discussed during the summit are: 

Fundamentals of Conflict, Violence, and Peace by Mr. Nery
N. Ronatay, Program Analyst of Women, Peace, and
Security, UN Women – Philippines; 

01.

02.

03.

04.
Conflict Analysis and Building a Culture of Peace by Dr. Jovar

G. Pantao, Acting Director of Institute of Peace and

Development in Mindanao, Mindanao State University –

General Santos City; 

History of Peace and Conflict in Mindanao: A Tri-People
Perspective by Mr, Ahmed Harris R. Pangcoga, Country
Director of Equal Access International – Philippines; and 

Tools for Making Peace Work: Dialogue, Mediation, and
Negotiation by Sittie Janine M. Gamao, Peace Program Officer
IV of the Ministry of Public Order and Safety – BARMM.

The Bangsamoro Tri-People Peace Summit is one of the MPOS's efforts in performing its mandated function in
peacebuilding, reconciliation, and unification. 
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TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

PROMOTION: REVISITING THE PAST, A SOURCE

OF INSPIRATION IN BUILDING THE

BANGSAMORO FUTURE 

This subprogram emphasizes
Transitional Justice and Reconciliation
as an integral part of post-conflict
peacebuilding. The need to revisit the
history of the Bangsamoro struggle
through learning sessions and study
tours, conversations with survivors of
massacres, and conduct of
commemorative activities, are seen to
contribute to finding lasting peace in
the Bangsamoro, especially in
avoiding the recurrence of similar
injustices. 

With the Proclamation No. 0001 of
Chief Minister Ahod B. Ebrahim,
declaring the month of March 2021
and the year after as Bangsamoro
History Month, MPOS was tasked to
lead the formulation of programs and
activities for the observance of the
Bangsamoro History Month. March
holds several other equally significant
events in the history of Bangsamoro,
such as the Jabidah Massacre, Bud
Dajo MAssacre, Dansalan. 

Declaration, All-Out War against
MILF, Comprehensive Agreement on
the Bangsamoro, Inauguration of
BARMM, and Inaugural Session of
BTA, among others.

53rd Commemoration of the Jabidah

Massacre

M A R C H  1 8

2-Day Learning Sessions/Forum on

Transitional Justice and Reconciliation

(TJR)

M A R C H  2 0

Bangsamoro Peace Forum (Sustaining

Journey to Peace)

M A R C H  2 6

119th Commemoration Anniversary of

the Battle of Bayang (Padang Karbala)

M A Y  2

Commemoration 50th Anniversary of

Manili Massacre

J U N E  1 9

Commemoration of 47th Anniversary of

Malisbong Massacre

S E P T E M B E R  2 4

THE MINISTRY CONDUCTED

THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES

UNDER TJRP:
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On March 18, 2021, Minister Hussein
Muñoz of the MPOS launched the
53rd anniversary of the Jabidah
Massacre, an incident that initiated the
Bangsamoro struggle for the right to
self-determination at the Mindanao
Garden of Peace in Corregidor Island,
Cavite City. 

"The story of Jabidah is too priceless
to be missed. It is a shared
Bangsamoro experience," he said 

The MPOS, the lead ministry in
organizing activities in observance of
the Bangsamoro History Month,
spearheaded the commemoration of
the 53rd Anniversary of the Jabidah
Massacre. 

“This tragic loss sparked what would
become the modern liberation
movement of the Bangsamoro,” said
Chief Minister Ahod Ebrahim in a
speech delivered by Minister Hussein
Muñoz. 

The attendees saw firsthand the site of
the slain victims. Furthermore, they
visited the quarters where the victims
themselves wrote their names on the
walls. 

“I hope that we no longer need another
similar incident to bind us together as one
Bangsamoro because with what we have
now – the best way to come together is by
helping one another in building a
bureaucracy that pays homage to our
martyrs," he stated.
 
Attendees include representatives from
different sectors from indigenous peoples,
youth, women, the security sector, and the
religious sector. 
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Resource speakers included Independent Working Group Co-
Convenors Mags Maglana, Prof. Ma. Lordes Veneracion-Rallonza,
and Prof. Ruffa Guiam, Director General Engr. Mohajirin Ali of the
Bangsamoro Planning and Development Authority (BPDA), Karen
Tañada of the Third Party Monitoring Team, and TJR Unit
Representative Wenie Lou Escala of the Office of the Presidential
Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP).

In a video message, Bangsamoro Chief Minister Ahod B. Ebrahim
said it has been five years since the TJRC turned over its report on the
historical justices, legitimate grievances, human rights violations, and
marginalization through land dispossession in the Bangsamoro.

TJRC was created under the Normalization Annex of the
Comprehensive Agreement of the Bangsamoro. It is mandated “to
undertake a study and to make recommendations with a view to
promote healing and reconciliation of the different communities that
have been affected by the conflict.”

FORUM AND LEARNING SESSION ON

TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE AND

RECONCILIATION: A BANGSAMORO

SHARED EXPERIENCE

Manila City | The Ministry of
Public Order and Safety
convened around fifty (50)
individuals composed of
indigenous people, religious
leaders, and civil society
organization representatives in a
two-day forum and learning
session about transitional justice
and reconciliation held at
Bayview Park Hotel, Manila on
March 19-20, 2021. 

“There is transitional justice
because there were injustices
committed against people – the
horrible story of Jabidah
Massacre, the massacres before
and after it, and oppressions to
people in the Bangsamoro and to
the indigenous peoples,” said
MPOS Minister Hussein P.
Muñoz.

He said that the activity forms
part of the endeavors of MPOS
“to continue working for a
lasting peace in the Bangsamoro
in order to sustain the gains of
the peace process.”

“If we feel that we have been
wronged, we can expect that
there shall be a transitional
justice mechanism that would
address the legitimate grievances
of the Bangsamoro people and
the IPs to correct historical
injustices, and address human
rights violations,” he said.
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During the forum’s second day, Senator Risa Hontiveros and Congresswoman Amihilda Sangcopan,
who both attended via zoom, presented their pending congressional bills seeking to establish a TJR
mechanism creating for the purpose the NTJRCB.

“In the context of the Bangsamoro, victims also have a right to seek redress for past abuse, and the
state has an obligation to ensure accountability for wrongs committed,” said Hontiveros who authored
Senate Bill No. 1913. On the other hand, Sangcopan said House Bill No. 4003, which she filed with
Congressman Jose Christopher “Kit” Belmonte, will “complete the implementation of the BOL.”

Article IX Section 1 of the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) provides that the Bangsamoro
Parliament, considering the report of the TJRC, shall enact a transitional justice mechanism to address
the legitimate grievances of the Bangsamoro people, including the indigenous group.

41



BANGSAMORO PEACE FORUM: 7TH

YEAR OF THE COMPREHENSIVE

AGREEMENT ON THE

BANGSAMORO (CAB) 

I was vengeful [of] this month, [but] I am forgiving as well.
This is the month of conflict, and the month of reconciliation”,
Minister Hussein P. Muñoz said during his opening message. 

“By now most of you are probably aware that the government
of the day supports the call for extension and that is because at
the very heart of the comprehensive agreement we have barely
scratched the surface. May this forum enlighten us on where we
truly are in the transition period and why the need to comply
with the CAB matters for the Bangsamoro, Mindanao, and for
the whole country in general”, Chief Minister Ahod Ebrahim
said on a video recorded message played during the event. 

Professor Tirmizy Abdullah of the History Department of
Mindanao State University discussed the History of the
Bangsamoro Peace Process.

Cotabato City, BARMM |
Ministry of Public Order and
Safety (MPOS) convened
around a hundred participants
from diverse sectors, such as,
civil society organizations,
youth, women, indigenous
people, settler communities,
security, academe and other
sectors of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region during
its Bangsamoro Peace Forum
on Friday March 26, 2021. 

The Bangsamoro Peace
Forum is in celebration of the
7th Year Anniversary of the
Comprehensive Agreement on
the Bangsamoro (CAB) and is
in observance of the
Bangsamoro History Month
declared by the Chief Minister
through Proclamation No.
0001, s. 2021. The CAB was
the consolidation of all the
agreements between the GPH
and the MILF and it was
signed on March 27, 2014.

“As an MILF, who had been
in the peace negotiation with
the Government of the
Philippines, March is a month
of reminiscing about the
promise and the reason I
joined the rebellion.
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“The more we know about the Bangsamoro history, the better prepared we are
for the future”, said Prof. Abdullah. Other resource persons were: Helen Rojas,
women sector; Commissioner Nasserudin Dunding of the Bangsamoro Youth
Commission; Archie Buaya, tribal leader of the Indigenous Peoples; Cabinet
Secretary Mohd Asnin Pendatun; BTA Minority Leader Atty. Laisa Masuhud
Alamia; Anna Pacete-Marundan of the Independent Decommissioning Body;
Ariel Hernandez of Joint Normalization Committee; and Bangsamoro Director
General Engr. Mohajirin Ali of the Bangsamoro Planning and Development
Authority. 

Some of the objectives
of the forum is to
encourage more peace
builders in the region as
well as to remind the
people about their
collective duty to help
in making the
Bangsamoro a peaceful
and progressive region
for all.
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119th Commemoration

of the Battle of Bayang:

"Fiercest battle in all of

the Insurrection”

Bayang, Lanao del Sur |  The Ministry of
Public Order and Safety commemorated the   
119th Commemoration of the Battle of
Bayang on May 2, 2021 at Barangay Sultan
Pandapatan, Bayang, Lanao del Sur. 

The Battle of Bayang also known as Padang
Karbala is dubbed in history as the "fiercest
battle in all of the insurrection," MPOS
commemorated the battle at the centennial
memorial on Barangay Sultan Pandapatan,
Bayang, Lanao del Sur ground, of the brave
men and women of Kota Pandapatan. They
were those who gave up their lives in
defense of their homeland and religion.
Hundreds of martyred noblemen to defend
the Moro land against the American
Expeditionary Forces. This signaled the
beginning of the Moro - American War
from 1902 to 1915.

The commemoration serves as a public
awareness campaign of the Ministry to
highlight the significant historical
Bangsamoro narratives and the
Bangsamoro's right to know the truth
behind the events that shaped
Bangsamoro History. 
 
The said commemoration is in close
cooperation with the municipal local
government of Bayang and Moriatao
Diwan Young Professionals. 
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MPOS LEADS 50TH

ANNIVERSARY OF THE MANILI

MASSACRE COMMEMORATION

Kabacan, North Cotabato | 
 June 19, 2021 marked the
golden anniversary of the
Manili Massacre in Barangay
Manili, Carmen, North
Cotabato in 1971 and the
Ministry of Public Order and
Safety - BARMM led the
commemoration as part of its
peace building programs in line
with the promotion of
transitional justice and
reconciliation (TJR).

On behalf of MPOS’ Minister
Hussein P. Muñoz, Director-
General Atty. Al-Rashid L. Balt
expressed the ministry’s
gratitude for the participants in
sharing their precious time to
attend the commemoration and
listen to the living testimonies
of the Manili Massacre
Survivors. He explained the
mandate, duties, and functions
of the ministry. He emphasized
that the incidents like the
Manili Massacre served as a
guide and a reminder of the
positions they are occupying as
workers of the Bangsamoro
Government.

The Manili Massacre incident
is one of the recognized
historical injustices committed
against the Bangsamoro people.
It involved the brutal bloodshed
of at least seventy (70) Moros,
including innocent women,
children, and elderly, inside a
Masjid in the said area. The
incident enraged the call for
Moro opposition and called the
attention of the former
President Ferdinand Marcos to
stop the apparently
government-sanctioned
atrocities being perpetrated
against the Muslims in
Mindanao.
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The two-part

commemoration

A total of 50 participants coming from
different sectors such as representatives of
different sectors and institutions attended the
Learning Session and Conversation with the
survivors at the 8th Avenue, Kabacan, North
Cotabato.

The sectors and institutions include non-
government organizations, youth, women,
MILF- Social Welfare Committee, North
Cotabato Local Government Units, Barangay
Officials of Manili, and Area Coordinators
from Kabacan, Pikit, and Carmen clusters of
the Special Geographic Area Development
Authority of the BARMM. Area Coordinator
Habib Jabbar of the Kabacan Cluster graced
the event and shared his recommendations. 

Meanwhile, survivors Ms. Hadiguia Langalen,
Mr. Ting Gumaga, and Mr. Sammy Nagli
emotionally shared their respective personal
accounts of the incident, as the program
included commemorative messages, and a
lecture on the Manili Massacre, an open forum,
and conversation with the survivors of the
massacre. 

On the same day, MPOS held a Study Tour
and Community Conversation, consisting of
visitation of the actual place of the massacre,
conversation with the survivors, family of the
victims, and residents of Manili, as well as a
ziyara or prayer for the victims.  

The commemoration intended to memorialize
the historical injustices committed against the
Bangsamoro people, inculcate the same on the
minds of the young generation, as well as to
advance TJR as an effective mechanism
towards healing and reconciliation. 

The two-part

commemoration
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Second, it is one way of cautioning the people in the hope of
preventing similar events, whether against the Bangsamoro or
other cultural minorities.

Third, the commemoration aimed to preserve true accounts of
historical injustices committed against the Bangsamoro people,
especially in these trying times when historical revisionism
proliferates on social media and other platforms. 

Lastly, it is to enable the Bangsamoro communities outside
BARMM to avail of the services of the Bangsamoro Government
in line with Section 12, Article VI of the Bangsamoro Organic
Law. 

The theme for the commemoration was “Revisiting the Past,
Shaping the Future," in line with the Ministry mandate to conduct
programs, projects, and activities relating to peacebuilding,
reconciliation, and unification.

BARMM government ministries, agencies, and offices joined the
commemoration and distributed assistance to the beneficiaries -
survivors, families of the victims, or residents of the area.

The Ministry of Public Order and Safety led the
commemoration of the 47th Anniversary of the
Malisbong Massacre in Tacbil Masjid, Barangay
Malisbong, Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat, on
September 24, 2021, and in partnership with the local
government unit of the Municipality of Palimbang
and the Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society
(CBCS).

The Malisbong Massacre is among the historical
injustices committed against the Bangsamoro people
during Martial Law on September 24, 1974, in
Barangay Malisbong of Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat.
Around 1,500 Moros, including women and children,
were murdered.

The commemorative activity had several specific
objectives. 

First, it is part of the transitional justice and
reconciliation efforts of the Bangsamoro Government
– a social healing process towards lasting peace in
Mindanao. 

MPOS commemorates 47th Anniversary

of the Malisbong Massacre

900 sacks of rice (25kg) from
MSSD; 
1,000 sacks of rice (10kg) and
1,200 hygiene kits from Project
TABANG of the OCM;
Medical supplies from the MOH;
fisheries and agricultural
equipment, including seedlings,
from MAFAR; 
Malong for women, school supplies
for children, and cash aid for
selected women from Bangsamoro
Women Commission; and,
Financial support to repair the
ablution area of the Tacbil Mosque
from the Ministry of Public Order
and Safety- BARMM.

Among the assistance delivered were
the following: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Sustainable Agreement for Peace and
Advancement (SAPA);
Rido Knowledge Management;
Intervention to Local Mediators; and,
Reduce Rido.

Rido Settlement is the flagship program of the
Ministry aimed at significantly reducing existing rido
(family feud) in the Bangsamoro region. Divided
into four subprograms, the efforts of the Ministry
exerted efforts to help communities resolve the
conflicts that may have an immense impact on the
peace of the region at large. The four subprograms
are as follow:

RIDO SETTLEMENT: BUILDING PEACE
IN THE PRESENT

As shown in Figure 5, the ministry capacitated 2,450 out of 2,553 local mediators through
community-based training on mediation and values transformation (CBTMVT) all over the
Bangsamoro region, accumulating a 95.96% accomplishment as of December 2021. These
trainings were facilitated by the provincial community affairs officers of the ministry in
Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-tawi and Bangsamoro Special Geographic
Areas in North Cotabato.   

Figure 5: This table illustrates the accomplished number of individuals that the  ministry capacitated through the community-based
training on mediation and values transformation (CBTMVT) of 2020 and 2021. The ministry accumulated 95.96%
accomplishment. 
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In 2021, the Ministry notably settled a 22-year-
old rido between two political families in
Basilan, where support from local mediators
and logistical and financial support for the
negotiations played a key role.

As a result, both families agreed to pay
compensation for moral damages and signed a
peace agreement and oath of non-recurrence to
the Holy Quran. 

Both families and their communities have
expressed their relief and gratefulness over
these steps forward in the resolution of their
nearly two-decade-long conflict.



Figure 6: This table shows the number of local mediators trained and organized in 2021 all over the BARMM region. 

As evident in Figure 6, in 2021, 596 local mediators from across BARMM were organized, trained, and accredited to equip
them with additional skills for conflict mediation and peacebuilding.

MPOS acknowledged the role of local mediators as one of the most valuable resources in resolving rido. They know the
people involved, their community and in tune with the culturally relevant means of resolving conflict. 
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As Figure 7 shows, the Ministry conducted 15 sets of training more than the targeted number of
training for the year 2021, gaining 214 % accomplishment as of December 2021. 
MPOS conducted the training in five  Bangsamoro provinces and the special geographic areas of
Bangsamoro. The activities included organizing, capacity development, and orientation on alternative
dispute resolution. 

Figure 7. This table shows the number of conducted  capacity development training for local mediators in 2021 all over the BARMM region. 
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DATE ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 27-28 Learning Session on rido Settlement to Bangsamoro Police Officers

MARCH 31
Consultative Assembly on Alternative Dispute Resolution: A

consultation with partner Local Mediators in Basilan

APRIL 4-5
Consultative Assembly on Alternative Dispute Resolution in Tawi-

tawi

APRIL 7-8
Capacity Development for fifty (50) Women Local Mediators in

Tawi-tawi

JUNE 3-4
Capacity development for Women Local Mediators in

Maguindanao

JUNE 8-9
Capacity development for Women Local Mediators in

Maguindanao

JULY 10
Community-Based Training on Mediation and Values

Transformation Training (CBT-MVT) in Sulu Province

JULY 15-16 Capacity Development for Women Local Mediators in Sulu

JULY 17-18
Interventions for Local Mediators: Organizing, Capacity

Development and Orientation of Alternative Dispute Resolution in

Sulu Province

JULY 27
MPOS-BARMM established partnership with Iranon

Reconciliation Council (IRC) thru Ceremonial Signing of

Memorandum of Agreement 

AUGUST 19-20
MPOS Holds Consultative Assembly on Alternative Dispute

Resolution in Sulu

AUGUST 24-28
Local Conflict Analysis and Peace Building Modelling and Capacity

Development for Women Local Mediators in Maguindanao

Province

AUGUST 25-26 Capacity Building Intervention for Local Mediators in Basilan

TIMELINE
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SEPTEMBER 17-18 Capacity Development for Women Local Mediators in Lanao del Sur

SEPTEMBER 18 Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on Improving Rido Settlement

SEPTEMBER 20
The Ministry of Public Order and Safety (MPOS) and the Local

Government of Buldon settled 12 family feuds 

SEPTEMBER 20
MPOS facilitated the Turn-over of Farm materials and equipment to

the farmers in Bayang, Lanao del Sur

SEPTEMBER 22-23
Capacity Development Training on Basic Skills on Mediation, Digital

rido (family feud) profiling, rido Settlement best practices and other
relevant topics on local mediation

OCTOBER 14
Focus Group Discussion on Improving Rido Settlement in

Maguindanao Province

OCTOBER 19-20 Capacity Development for Local Mediators in Tawi-tawi Province

NOVEMBER 22 Focus Group Discussion on Improving Rido Settlement in Basilan

DECEMBER 1-2
MPOS-OPAPP conducted Capacity Development for IPs and

Community Leaders of Maguindanao Province

DECEMBER 22-24

MPOS-TAF Training on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR),

Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) and Values transformation

participated by Local Mediators of Datu Saudi Ampatuan,

Maguindanao

DECEMBER 27
Forty-three (43) Local Mediators trained on Community-Based

Training on Mediation and Values Transformation (CBT-MVT) in

Sultan sa Barongis, Maguindanao

DECEMBER 29

MPOS-BARMM, MSU-Tawi-tawi sign MOA on Rido Knowledge

Management in Tawi-tawiA Memorandum of Agreement for the

implementation of the research project titled: “Formulation of

Knowledge Product on the Prevention and De-Escalation of Rido

cases in Tawi-tawi.
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The Bangsamoro Development Plan defined SAPA to have primary functions to settle
family/clan feuds or rido by facilitating agreements between the conflicting families and
avoiding the recurrence thereof by providing penalties for those who violate the agreement.
AFP and PNP are partners of the ministry in this subprogram.

SUSTAINABLE AGREEMENT FOR PEACE

AND ADVANCEMENT (SAPA): ENSURING

A CONFLICT-FREE BANGSAMORO

COMMUNITY

Figure 8. This table shows the number of  MPOS’ partnership agreements with municipalities having a local

conflict management structure  in 2021 all over the BARMM region. 

The figure above shows that the
ministry had seven (7) partnership
agreements with municipalities
having a local conflict management
structure executed under the
Sustainable Agreement for Peace
and Advancement (SAPA). 

There are four partners in
Maguindanao, one in Lanao del
Sur, one in Basilan, and one in
Sulu to increase further due to
underlying coordination for the
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) Signing under SAPA with
provincial and municipal local
government units and
organizations. 

MPOS conducted the same activity
inMaguindanao (July 27, 2021),
Basilan (March 29-30, 2021), Sulu
(August 19-20, 2021) and in the
province ofLanao del Sur
(November 20, 2020, pilot
activity). 

On September 18, 2021, the MPOS
facilitated a Focus Group Discussion on
Improving Rido Settlement and a
ceremonial signing of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with the Ranaw
Welfare and Reconciliatory Committee,
Inc. (WARCOM) at Ragayan Training
Center, Marantao, Lanao del Sur.
 
The FGD gathered research, perspectives,
and evidence-based information on how to
improve the existing mechanisms of rido
settlement, how to harmonize different
interventions toward rido settlement, and
formulate strategies for addressing the
prevailing causes of Rido.

The MOA signing intended to strengthen
the partnership of the MPOS and
WARCOM in rido settlement programs
with attendance from different sectors,
including women.

Sultan Hamidullah “Pogi” Atar, the Chief
of Staff of MP Abdullah “Bravo"
Macapaar, and Member of Parliament
Hon. Madoyao Yusoph M. Sacar were also
present to witness the ceremonial signing.

A Series of consultative and
convergence meetings with
MPOS and IRC resulted in a
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) for communication,
logistics, and transportation
support for amicable and rido
settlement of at least ten
identified cases. Furthermore,
MPOS provided them with a
P500,000.00 fund released as one
initial tranche of 50% and two
tranches of 25% each.

The Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) was signed on 27 July
2021 in Parang, Maguindanao
and was attended and witnessed
by the MPOS Director-General,
IRC Aleem Yusoph Palawan in
the presence of MACRU, CA,
ADRT and JUMPOC executive
directors.

After all the consultations,
MPOS proposed to file a bill in
the Parliament to
institutionalizeADR.
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The Ministry of Public Order and Safety and
Office of MP Hussein P. Munoz, with The
Asia Foundation, conducted a Consultative
Assembly on Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) at the Rachel's Hotel in Bongao,
Tawi-Tawi, on April 04-05, 2021. 

The 2-day activity convened 50 local
mediators from local government units, law
enforcement agencies, academe, Moro
Islamic Liberation Front/ Bangsamoro
Islamic Armed Forces, youth, women,
traditional and religious leaders, among
others. 

MPOS HOLDS CONSULTATIVE

ASSEMBLY ON ALTERNATIVE

DISPUTE RESOLUTION IN TAWI-TAWI

Mr. Mobin Gampal, the Provincial
Administrator, represented the
Provincial Government of Tawi-Tawi
under the leadership of Gov. Yshmael
I. Sali, expressed their full support of
the Provincial Government for the
programs and activities of the
Bangsamoro Government. 

The consultation aimed to consult the
participants on the possible
institutionalization of an alternative dispute
resolution (ADR) mechanism in the region
as mandated by the Bangsamoro Organic
Law. More specifically, the activity
apprised the participants on topics relating
to ADR and enable them to appreciate its
significance, advantage, and usefulness in
the case of the Bangsamoro people wherein
most of whom do not usually resort to
courts of justice in addressing their
grievances. 
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Rido Knowledge Management began
by gathering baseline information on
rido to give the Ministry a better
overview of statistics, trends, best
practices, and the impacts of rido,
among others.

This information was then converted to
written and audiovisual media that
helped both the Ministry and different
stakeholders across the region towards
better decision-making in rido
settlement.

The ministry produced seven (7)
knowledge products about rido, its
impact, and its resolution in mitigating
rido in the region. These are produced
and distributed to local partners,
libraries, and institutions that have an
interest in rido settlement. 

RIDO KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

Figure 9. This table shows the number of collected data and narratives on rido that were gathered, produced, and distributed as knowledge products  in 2021

all over the BARMM region. 
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This subprogram is one of the endeavors of the MPOS
to achieve lasting peace in Bangsamoro communities. It
aims to profile, organize, and accredit local mediators in
the region. It also aims to provide capacity development
training that will allow them to more effectively
perform their tasks. 

This subprogram is also following the MPOS mandate
to perform functions related to peacebuilding,
reconciliation, and unification of all the peoples in the
region. The ministry also conducts programs, projects,
and activities for the effective settlement of family
feuds and other horizontal conflicts in the region. In
recognition of the vital roles of women in conflict
resolution, the MPOS also organized capacity
development activities to enhance the knowledge and
expertise of women local mediators in rido settlement
and conflict resolution. 

INTERVENTION FOR LOCAL MEDIATORS:
CAPACITATING LOCAL MEDIATORS AS
PARTNERS OF PEACE, PUBLIC ORDER
AND SECURITY

The local mediator program was conducted in the
provinces of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Basilan,
Sulu, Tawi-Tawi and Special Geographic Areas.
 
A total of 2, 450 local mediators were trained and
have partnered with many other organizations
including Tumiking Sama-Sama from Sulu, Welfare
and Reconciliation Committee from Lanao del Sur,
Iranun Reconciliation Committee Maguindanao, and
the Supreme Ulama Council from Basilan. These
groups have partnership agreements with their
respective municipalities and play a role in their local
conflict management structures.
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“Ang epekto ng rido sa lalake
at babae ay magkaiba. Kaya
dapat kasama si babae sa
mga usaping rido settlement
dahil mas alam nila ang
pangangailangan at issue ng
mga kababaihan(…) Women
possess effective
communication styles and a
sense of empathy that could
potentially make them
effective negotiators,
mediators and peace
builders”, she noted.

Some 40 women local mediators in the
Province of Maguindanao and the Special
Geographic Area of BARMM attended a
two-day capacity development training
conducted by the Ministry at Dolores Farm
Resort, Sitio Tukofol, Lake Sebu, on June
03-04, and June 08-09, 2021.

These are different women mediation
groups, organizations, academe, and local
government units, to recognize the vital role
of women in conflict resolution as well as to
enhance their knowledge and expertise in
rido settlement and conflict resolution.

Ms. Akrima A. Arap, the Program Officer of
UNYPHIL- Women, delivered the topic on
Women in Rido Settlement and highlighted
the important roles that women play in rido
settlement and conflict resolution. She
further encouraged the participants to be the
women that could make a difference in their
communities. 

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FOR

WOMEN LOCAL MEDIATORS:

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION AND

EMPOWERMENT 
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Meanwhile, Atty. Al-Rashid L. Balt, the Bangsamoro Director-General of the
MPOS-BARMM discussed the Understanding Alternative Dispute Resolution
in BARMM and emphasized the need to institutionalize ADR mechanisms in
BARMM.

During the event, Ms. Elaysa E. Latiban, Team Leader, North Cotabato Field
Office of Nonviolent Peaceforce Philippines, delivered the topic on Basic
Skills on Mediation. She discussed the different skills that a mediator should
have to effectively resolve conflicts.

The activity is in line with the mandate of the MPOS to perform functions
related to peacebuilding, reconciliation, and unification of all the peoples in
the region. Specifically, the MPOS is tasked under the Bangsamoro
Administrative Code to conduct programs, projects, and activities for the
effective settlement of family feuds or Rido and other horizontal conflicts in
the region.
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MPOS organized a Community-Based Capacity
Training on Mediation and Values Transformation for
218 local chief executives, religious/traditional leaders,
women, and youth from seven (7) island municipalities
of Tawi-Tawi province.

The training commenced at South Ubian, Tandubas,
Sapa-Sapa, Simunul, Bongao, Panglima Sugala, and
Sitangkai in two weeks (March 29 – April 8, 2021) to
capacitate community local leaders such as
religious/traditional leaders, women, and youth to
objectively pacify and handle conflicts in their
community, to mitigate violence and misunderstanding
that leads to rido (family feud) and bloody encounters. 

Sitangkai, Tawi-Tawi is the seventh municipality where
CBT-MVT conducted. It was held at Brgy. Datuh
Baguinda Putih, Sitangkai, Tawi-tawi on April 08,
2021.

S E V E N  ( 7 )  I S L A N D 

C O M M U N I T I E S  O F  T A W I - 

T A W I  R E C E I V E  M E D I A T I O N 

A N D  V A L U E S 

T R A N S F O R M A T I O N  T R A I N I N G

“This is the very first time where a team from the
regional government stayed here [Sitangkai] for three
days. This is historical [for us]. In the past kasi they only
spend a few hours, a little of ceremonial activity then
leave. So walang spirit of sincerity.” Sangguniang Bayan
Secretary Farrish Abdurajak asserted and commended the
MPOS team’s arrival on the island amidst the distance
and the irrepressible sea waves.
 
Sitangkai Jambatan Port is surrounded by hefty sea
waves. It is seen as a challenging condition that residents
encounter daily. 
 
“Hinahangad namin na makatulong ang BARMM
government sa amin, it is a new beginning after all. With
you people around, little by little ang upgrade namin.
Tulad ng gadgets our capacity will improve. Sana tuloy-
tuloy na itong capacity building ng ating mga
implementor [local leaders in the community].” he added. 
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“Although the Ministry is new, we are
trying our best to go to the ground."

"The problem in far-flung areas is they
heard the BARMM but they cannot see or
feel it. That is why we are here [in Tawi-
tawi]," he added. "We are BARMM and
we are reaching out. I hope this is not the
first and last time for us to be here. The
spirit of good governance lies on its
constituents."

On behalf of Minister Hussein P. Muñoz,
Col. Abdulbasher Bongcarawan, MPOS’
security consultant, delivered a message of
commitment and appreciation to LGU-
Sitangkai for accepting the team and
ensuring their safety. 

According to him, 

Key results of the CBT-MVT workshop in
Tawi-Tawi showed that the root cause of
conflict emanates from drug-related issues,
marital-related disputes (elopement),
poaching in the fishing ground, and conflict
in agar-agar farming. 
 
Participants believed that eradicating these
root issues will maintain Tawi-Tawi's name
as a “Peaceful Province in BARMM”
because community leaders approach the
situation objectively and respect each other’s
differences. No spike in rido cases was
reported. 
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MPOS conductsMPOS conducts


learning session onlearning session on


Rido Settlement toRido Settlement to


Bangsamoro PoliceBangsamoro Police


OfficersOfficers  

The Ministry of Public Order and
Safety conducted a learning session on
rido settlement for police officers of
the Police Regional Office –
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
(PRO-BAR) on January 27-28, 2021 at
Em Manor Hotel and Convention
Center, Cotabato City. 

“The number may potentially increase
as we proceed to rido mapping and
profiling this year,” Minister Hussein
Muñoz mentioned in his opening
message stating that there are 442
recorded cases of rido across the
region. 
Rido or family/clan feud is a type of
conflict unique in the Bangsamoro
region due to the retaliatory violence
between families and kinship as well
as between communities. 

This type of conflict caused death and
impeded the economic, political, and
social development of the affected
communities. There are various
reasons for rido and most commonly is
about land ownership. 

Among the duties and functions of the
MPOS as provided under the
Bangsamoro Administrative Code is to
formulate and implement policies and
programs for the effective settlement
of rido and to establish proper
coordinating mechanisms with the law
enforcement agencies such as the
Philippine National Police. Hence, a
learning session about rido settlement
was conducted. 
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You don't have to
compromise your
beliefs for
conformity. Here's
how you can stay
true to the Word of
God.

PLTCOL Romel Naciongayo, OIC of RCADD, PCOL
Pablo Labra II, Deputy Regional Director for Operation,
PRO-BAR, PCPT Mohammad Shaber Arsad, and PCPT
Harold Manampan were all in attendance. Meanwhile,
representatives of Cotabato City Police Office (PO),
Lanao del Sur PPO (Police Provincial Office),
Maguindanao PPO, RMFB 14, Basilan PPO, Sulu PPO,
and Tawi-Tawi PPO were present.

MPOS conducted the said activity to assist the PRO BAR
in their efforts to deeply understand the complexity of
Rido Settlement in BARMM and identify their roles
thereon. Furthermore, MPOS continues its efforts in
establishing a proper coordinating mechanism or
partnership with the PRO BAR, particularly in the efforts
to reduce, if not eradicate, rido in BARMM. 

Atty. Al-Rashid Balt legal consultant of MPOS gave a
lecture on “Alternative Dispute Resolution in BARMM”
while Sultan Abdul Hamidullah Atar,  Executive Director
of Reconciliatory Initiatives for Development
Opportunities (RIDO) Inc. shared a discussion on “Rido
Settlement in Practice.”

He thoroughly explained the step-by-step procedure and
the customary method of handling rido settlement in
Lanao del Sur. On the second day, Atty. Abuali Abbas,
Attorney IV of the Ministry shared his expertise on “Basic
Mediation.” He discussed legal cases and crimes that lead
to rido and the legal way to address it. 

During the workshop, PRO-BAR officials and their
respective PPO representatives shared their concerns in
handling rido situations in their area of responsibility.

According to Minister Muñoz, “We share the same vision
and intention to serve the people. As public servants with
the desire to expunge fear and terror from people, our
accord lies in creating a safe region and country where
harmony and unity among the populace are achieved.

Peace Program Officer IV Sittie Janine Gamao synthesized
their workshop output in determining the role of PNP in
rido settlement and the immediate, intermediate, and long-
term interventions that the PNP, MPOS, and other
stakeholders can work on together.

PCOL Pablo Labra II, Deputy Regional Director for
Operation-PROBAR said in his closing message that PRO-
BAR will be a reliable partner of MPOS in ensuring the
security and safety of the region. 

He recognized the negative consequences of rido in the
community and believes that this learning session
enlightened the respective police officers about the unique
characteristic of rido in the region. Consequently, the
PNP’s contribution to maintaining peace in the region. 

"Although the road to attaining it [peace] can be tough,
with each other, jointly coordinating and cooperating, we
are tougher and we will get there," Minister Muñoz
expressed.
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MPOS, in collaboration with local mediators, law enforcement agencies, and local government
units, settled 60 and 63 rido cases in 2020 and 2021, respectively.

All these rido cases occurred in the provinces of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, and
Bangsamoro Special Geographic Areas. Meanwhile, MPOS plans to settle the remaining
targets in the succeeding year. 

In Lanao del Sur, most rido cases occurred due to personal and family disputes (including
voyeurism resulting in frustrated murder and serious injuries), vehicular accidents resulting in
serious physical injuries, hospitalization, property damage, and debt claims leading to
disputes. 

In Maguindanao, the common causes include land conflict, personal grudges, and murder.

In September 2021, MPOS facilitated focus group discussions on improving rido settlement
with various stakeholders and utilized data and analysis on rido statistics, trends, best
practices, and impacts. 

The activity resulted in the documentation of strategies for improving rido settlement,
harmonizing different interventions, and formulating strategies to address the causes of rido. 

Reduce Rido: A collective effort

in resolving conflict 

Figure 10: This table shows the number of rido cases resolved in 2020 and 2021 all over the BARMM region. 
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